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From Texas we learn that Gov. Houston was
{raveling night and day engsged in ruising minute
men.  Five hundred Rangers were in the field.
—_—————

We have, by the California Overland Mail, San
Francisco dates to the 3d inst. The Democratie
Siate Couvention had elected its delegates to
Charleston, without instructons, It js conceded
that Sepator Luthaw's fiiends bad control of the

Convention.
_——_—— —

It appears that Miramon notified the command.
ers of foreign vessels lying at Vera Cruz that he
would bombard that place on the 13th inst. On
that evening the offisers in charge of the captured
steamer Gen. Miramon heard heavy csnnonading
in the dircetion of Vers Cruz.

— s
In the New Jersey Legislature yeiterday, the
Princeton and New-Brunswick Railroad bill, the
last of the series, was defeated. A General Rail-
roud bill has been introdused by the friends of the
defeated measures,

._._..-——.-— e
A derelict sloop was picked up in the Lower Bay
yesterday, afid upon exemination was discovered
to bave beeu the Lheater of a cruel aud bloody eon-
test, erding, probably, in the destruction of every
member of the erew.

RIIODE ISLAND,

The political contest now approaching its crisis
in the smalleat, but by no means least important of
our Btates, presents some aspects which will re-
ward the sttention of the philosophic observer. Let
up consider them.

In the first place, Rhode Island, with every other
State, has a paity calling itself Demoeratic par -
cellence—Democratic because ita fundamental idea
is # denial of the natural equality and inaliensbility
of Human Rights. Its members sre Democratic.
precieely as Francie Joseph of Austris, and Car-
dinal Autonelli, and the King of Dahomey are Dem-
octats, snd nob otherwise. In fact, we may
anfely aseert, without fear of coutradiction, that if
there be this day in Rtode Island one thousand men
Who aequiesce in and uphold the monstrous assuup-
tion that the people of Central ltaly have no right
to & voie in the Govermment by which they are
taxed an culed, o politioal rights ‘at all but such

84 8 self-perpetustiog corporation of priests shall

bearer of the enemies of Progress, the deniers of
the Rights of Man, will suffice to secure him the
vote of every anti-Republican in the Stats. They
belong to him, and he may have bhem in welcome.
But when intelligent, rational men, who call them-
selves Republicans, and who profess to be anxious
that the Republican cause shall triumph in the ap-
prosching Presidential covtest, unite themselves to
this motley yet matural coalition of anti-Republi-
cans, what are we to think of them? Must we ool
regard them as dissemblers, meeing that we know
they are not idiots? Can they imagine the Repub-
lican cause 8o strong, its success in November so
inevitable, that it can afford to have Rhode Island
assume o position which will everywhere else be
regarded as one of hostility to thai cause? Can
they be ignorant that the weight of Rhode Island
will be against us throughout the pending National
contest should Sprogue be now elected?—that in
every State but Rhode Island salutes will be fired
over her boasted conversion to the Democratic
faith ! How ecan any one who really, heartily de-
sires & Republican triumph in the Fall vote to sub-
jeot tLe cause toan ordeal so trying and so needloss’

MEXICO.

Thers is no doubt that the Federal Administration
avd the leaders of the Democratio party desire to
enter upon o war in Mexico, in the hope of thereby
saving themselves from defeat in the approaching
election st home, and of retaining power, which
the people of this country are resolved shall no
longer remain in their bands. To this end, Mr.
Buchanan last year begged for millions of dollars
snd unrestricted control of the army and navy.
To this end, the famous proposition of establishing
a protectorate, which Mexico never asked for, was
devised. With the same purpose, Mr. McLane's
treaty was negotinted with Befior Juarez, in order
that, under it, we might have a pretext for invading
and oceupying that country, The same intention
is visible in the orders lately issued fo disregard
the blockade of Vera Cruz, about to be esiablished
by Miramon, as o part of his attempt to take tha
town from the Constitutional party, and thus bring
the long-standing civil war to a period. It is evi-
dent on all hands that, if a sufficiently plausible
pretext oan be found, the President and his
advisers are resolved to make war upon Mexico,
as a meams of iofl g the ing elections
here.

Ponsibly it may be thought that this pretext ean
be extracted from the recent capture by the U, 8.
Squadron under Capt. Jarvis of the two armed
steamers which Miramon lately prooured at
Havana. Those vessels were taken, as appesrs
by the official reperts of our efficers—the story of
the Mexicans not yet having reached us—simply
because they opened firé on the Amerioan Squad-
ron, in reply to a proper demand to know their
paticnslity; it being sssumed that U. 8.
men-of war have an sbsolute right to make and
enforee such a demand upon armed Bexican ves-
sels in the waters of Mexico. This right, how-,
ever, we suppose, cannot be maintained; and by
our dispatch from New-Orleans received lnat even-
ing, it appeara, however, that the couflict is justi
fied on our part, on the ground that Jusrez had
iszued a proclsmation declaring these vessels to be
pirates becanse they belonged to the Miramon
faction; but this certainly does not allow
us to treat them pirntically, unlesa it is our
purpose to take part in the civil war
It is true that our dispatch represents the
Mexican commander, Marin, as confessing that
his men fired agninst his order, aud that he could
pot control them; and we will not question that in
response to an unprovoked and unjustifinble attack,
a8 this is alleged to have been, it was proper for
Capt. Jarvis to silepce and capture the attacking
versels, as he did. This would seem to have praeti-
cally ended both our quarrel with Miramon and his
blockade of the port; and to have soitled these
questions with reason on our side; unless, indeed,
it shall appear that the Mexicans had some provo-
cation which ia not revealed in the brief and one.
sided parrative now laid before the publie. Bo far as
this capture is coneerned, however—admitling that
we bod & good right to make it—it way, perhaps,
be urged that Miramon is not sufliciently punishod
by the loss of his steamers; that he has grossly
insulted the flag of the Union, aud that we muat
send an army into Mexico to enforce still further
reparation, especially if the bombardment of Vera
Cruz, which it seerus he began on the 13th inat,
should end in his eapturing the place and establish-
ing his power in that important part of the Rspub-
lie. But as Congress has hitherto rejected all
the schemea and occasions for & war agaiost
Mexico, #o ingeniously and persistently eoutrived
by the party now about to go out of power bere, wo
are confident that the pretext now sought to be
coustiucted will be eimilarly sot sside,

As for the bigher question of republican sym-
pathies, our proper courso is equnlly clesr.  Noa-
intervention in the eivil conflicts of Mexico, or of
other couttries, is the ouly wire aud safe policy for
the Goveroment of the United Stater.  OFf eourss,
cur feelingsare with tho Liters!, Conatilutional party

regrencnted by Junier, and wa shall sivoerely rejulos

- and water—of the matin cocktail, of the evening

.ful eutertainment which ever in those regions

lars 8 day. In Charleston they are rather im-
proving upon the old Ophir prices current. Beef
must be scarce in that oxless city, for
it is already sold for four shillinds per
pound; and if ether prices are propor-
tionately high, as they are said to be, there will be
nothing cheap in Charleston except dirf, and even
s Demooratic Delegate cannot live by dirt slons.
If beef commands such a price, we ask, in sheer
kindness, the chickens of the Democratic church
to cousider solemnly the probable cost of brundy

cobbler, and of the vesper night-cap, For a
single bed the price will be ten dollars per night;
but what the cost will be where four neat
night-oaps repose upon a single pillow, we are not
advised. A Delegate who indulges in the singular
luxury of taking bis wifee to the Convention, and is
g0 lott to all sense of paternal responsibility as Lo
earry his innocent son sleng with him, must pay
one hundred and twenty-six dollars per week, and
i lot Charlie sleep in the parlor on & sofa.” This
is certainly a plessant prospeot.

A man must be very much in love with his
party and little regardful of his comfori—a
man must either hold a warm offics, or the
hope of ome must be sprinfing exulfantly in
bis bosom—who will be willing to submit
himself to such a cuticular divestment. It is all
very well to be a Member of Congress—to have
Columbis herself pay your board-bills, and tenderly
wipe out your tavern-scores—but when one isa
public creature at his own private charges, these
hideous rates must be fatal to hilarity, We always
knew that it cost a great deal to be a genuine
Democrat. But thea such trifles as self-respect,
consistency, humanity, and honest company, are
at best but intangible; and we suppose that sny
man, by dint of long denial, can get along cowfort-
ably enough without either of them. But it is
when faith makes place for works, and fidelity must
be proved by disbursement, that the true touch-
stone is applied. Show us a man who will go to
Charleston without trying to extort a free ticket from
any railway company—who will eatisly the mest
unreasonable hackman without protest—who will
eat o little dinver and give & great price for it
without growling—who will pay for damp sheets
and bedbugs and empty ewers and dirty towels
more than the luxuries of Eastern pulaces would
be worth—who will smila when he is swindled,
meekly acquiesce in the laws of desliny when the
bell-pull is broken, and mount to a mansion in the
skies without blaspheming—show us such a man,
doing all, daring ull, drinking all, smelling all, and
emiling at all for the cause of Democracy, and we
wili show you ons who st least earus amply the
preitiest of places.

For our own part, sa we have uot been elected a
Delegate to the Couvention,we have not, of courss,
any personsl intereat in this matter. But we are
certainly pleased to notice this cumulative and con-
clusive evidence of that Southern hospitality of
which we have heard so much. Most of our read-
ers bave been told of the Southern latch string
which always bengs outside the door, ready to be
twitched by the firest weleome comer—of the bounti-

swaits the belated traveler—of the loss of life, or
at least of the asssult and battery, which would
ensue should any thoughtless guest venture to offer
g0 much as a groat to his host. The people of
Charleston, in their bountiful preparatious for the
gathering of the Democratic clans—in their projects
for making much of their visitors—hava given us
fresh illustrations of their proverbial kindness to
strangers. Here, we suppose, sre additional
and beautiful results of the patriarchal
system, When Lot entertained s pair of
aogels, and thet, too, while a high
minded constitutional populace were endeavoricg
to execute a sort of Fugitive Slave Law, by break.
ing down the house door, we do not read that Lot
brought in, the next morning, for foot-bathe, and
lodging, aud the feast of unlewvened bread, s
swingeing long bill. But we suppose that his
nepbew of Abram was better able, by reason of the
immense droves of *niggers,” to be generous than
s Charleston patriarch whose stosk of man. flesh is
limited. We suppose Lot's flocks of slaves to have
been countless, because having patiently studied
the writings of many eminent Doctors of Southern
Divinity, we are satisied that the Patriarchs did

nothing but own, buy, breed, flog, and drive
« piggers,” from the rising to the setting of the
sun—ihat, in the Previdence of God, they were
born into this world for no purpose whatever except |
to bave and to hold “‘niggers” themselves, and |
thus to tet o good example to all the white sons of |
white men until the end of the world.

Bat this la episode. To roturn fo the direct mat-
ter, we mwt expresa our spprehemsion that the
amiable intentions of the Charlestonians may be
thwarted, 1t ie said that the Democratio National
Committee, with o tender rogard for the Democratia
ustional purss, and feeling premonitions of insuffer-
sble phlebotomy, have considered tho necessily
of abanduning Chbacleston, and of taking refuge

iu Baltimere, We hope this ides will ba aban:

Bpeotal Dispatch to The N. ¥, Tribune.
WasiaNaToN, Wednesdsy, March 21, 1860,
THE CAPTURE OF MIRAMON'S STEAMERS.

Resolutions of inquiry into the capture of the
two Mexican steamers, near Vera Cruz, were pre-
sented in both Houses. This proceeding is re-
garded ae an act of war, it being within the terti-
torial jurisdiction of Mexico, It is ponitively
ascertained that Commander Turner acted without
orders, as Mr. McLane carried out all instructions
toland troops, if necessary, and to disregard any
blockade of Miramon.

The impression exists here, in the absence of
official information, that Com. Turner supposed the
treaty with Juarez was ratified, and hence inter-
vened to cut off Miramon's naval support. Iis
action is, however, approved st the Navy Depart-
ment, where the expedition is stigmatized as pi-
ratieal.

No precisely parallel case is on record. Oune
neatly similar ocourred off Hayti over 25 years
8go, when an American man-of-war fired blank carf-
ridge across the bows of a French vessol whieh did
not exhibit her colors. The Frenchman answered
with shot, when a boat from the American went
alongside to explain that they were not aware the
vessel was a man-of-war, to which the Frenchman
replied that his pennaut was flying.

During the troubles in the Gulf in 1858, our mer-
chautmen often refused to show their flags, and
Secretary Cass rebuked them for the omission.
The whole practice is one of constitutional comity,
neglect of which no nation has the right to punish
by force. :

The national vessals of England, France, and
Bpain took no exception {o these steamers passing
down to the anchorage, and their officers are said
to deprecate Com. Turner's summary eonduct,

Lieut, Chapuwan, who was detailed to bring
Capt, Jarvia's account of this affair here, has bewn
telegraphed to mail his dispatehes and retarn to Lis
ship.

Commodore McCluney, who eommands the home
squadron, was not at Vera Cruz at the tine of the
ection, being ordered to remain at Aspinwall with
the Roanoke to bring the Japan Commissioners to
the United States.

Marin, who was caplured with the steamers,
was formerly Commodore in the old Mexican Navy.
Our Government is possessed of information of all
that passed between Mirumon and him, and framed
Mr. McLane's insiructions under that knowl-
edge. He had eredit for 50,000 in one bill, which
was subsequently increased, to purchase steamers
and munitions either in the United States or Cuba,
to covperate with Miramon when the attack from
land was made against Vera Cruz.  He left Hav-
ana under the Spauish flag, which was the original
colors of the stenmere, but hoisted the Mexican
flag in the Gult. His movements were known and
watched throughout.

The British Minister here was informed of the
intention of our Government te disregard any
blockade of Miramon attempted at Vern Cruz, and
of the extent of Mr. McLane's instructions to that
effect, and itis understiod scquiesced in the pol-
icy upon the ground that Mexican privateers might
be fitted out to the serious injury of the commerce
in_the Gulf.

THE, SICKLES COXTESTED SEAT CASE,

The House sustained Mr. Dawes's report from
the Committee on Elections by 16 majority, thus
authorizing Mr. Williamson to take testunony to
contest Mr, Sickles’s seat.

BROOKLYN POST-OFFICE,

Mr. Humphrey will sppear before the Post Office
Committee of the House on Tuesday, to urge the
construation of a Post Office in Brooklyn, which is
backed by a memorial with 5,000 signatuies.

THE PACIFIC RAILROAD,

The vote of the Special Committee on the I"acilie
Railroad last night wae as follows:

For One Road—Messrs. Rice, Freuch, Fenton, Aldrich,

Indman

Farneworth, Stout, Phelps, H .
‘or Twe b—llﬂpl'l- Curtis, Blalr (Peon ), Sgott, Bmith,

For Twe
Taylor, Kellogg (Mich.)

The Conunittes will meet again on Friday, and |

perhaps may reconsider this vole, as Mr. Winter
Davis was absent. No single route, no matler
where or low located, ean pass the Benate under
the “existing state of parties. Hecce, if a bill on

such u basis be insisted upon, the Pacific Road
may be considered dead this session. |
COLORS FOR THE SEVENTH REGIMENT,
Mayor Berret, in accordance with the resolution
of the Couneils of Washington, has ordered a stand |

| of colors for the New-York Tth Regiment, of the |

in Baltimore, which will

wost costly deseription,
A distinguished artist,

be completed next wonth,
counected with and bearing the name
on, hias consented to paint the regimental day.

T'uthe Associated Pross.
Dk l-lil!ll:!lih, Wedneaday, Murch 21, 1860,
The Government, with such information as s now

in s posessston, ves of the recens conduot of
our M?‘:‘ ollicers in fﬂ Gull :: llu.:m 51":}. “:m
Mi stvumers Lo show

:.:htch; to d':':;:“w conpidered snflicious to place tham

in tha position of cumu. nizod Ourl Otto Wikite us

The President )
ioe- O den snd Neswey at Chariest
Yo Comrl o "V Lo o St o

of Washing- |

sunnce of orders from

of t

P und uffuirs there.
Mr. BAYARD (Dem,, Doletm. the Jadiei
Committeo, reported back the bill for the protection ¢
female passengers on board steamships and o

vossels, and it was passed. This is the sume bill Lk

TN EYCK (Rop., N. 9. ted the
r. TE {Rep,, N. J.) preseu petitio
of Caleb Bwayne and others, citizens of Warren Co
N.J., ing for the of the Homestead bLill
On on of Mr. PITL'E (Dem,, Ind.) the bili
rednee the price of the publie printivg, und to raguls
the charges for binding, &e., was taken u -
Tho il reduces tbe prices of printing 5 per_eon
and provides that the bindivg e be done by bindes

elected by Congress.

Mr. CZHBRUR (Rep., Pa.) #aid the most stupend!
on.:l I;w;{:ls werﬁ wmmmutedlﬂn this matter of pr

and binding. e thouglkt the proper plaa was to
it out by contract to the lowest biader.p ¢

Mr. HAMLIN (Rep., Me,) offered an ame
mkm(i the reduction 20 per cant on the present prios

Mr. CAMEKON wisbed to amend by making th
reduction 40 Kr cent.

Mr, HAMLIN eaid that this waa too | s redas
tion. The contract :{m bud proved wo, The
contractors cheuted them in the quality of the pape
and in every way. And huiuf thus cheated 1l
Government, they, rt the close of the session, o
forward asking for farther allowsnces to make thes

whaole.

Mr. FITCH ascepted Mr. Hamlin's
nod op & return to the contruct system.

Mr. Hamlin's amendment was to.

Mr. FITCH offered an to the third |
tion that the reduction shall apply to all the public

o G (6 Dt s (e
m&mmmmu& Post Ofoe bisakes

o bill waa then passed.

Mr. HALE (Rep., N. H.) offered a resolution the
the President of the United States inforn the Benate if]
any insuuctions bave been given to officers of ¢
Navy, by which in uny event the naval forces of
United es were to take part in the civil war i
H?.lm, and by w hat authority certain Mexican steam:

were capiured and their offiters and crews

”’i"".’tu}..‘s Y (Dem., Fi P
Te m., Fla.) gave n 3
Fridzy he would npthhl.i’loinuuunﬂ’qu
late the pay of the Navy.

The co of the Florida Claims bill was re
eumed, and Mr, FOOF (Rep., Vi.) made 8 longthened
argument in support of the bill. He said he was fo
merly o to the bill, but had since been ecu
Ve SRIN (Dem., La.) oppased 0ia B

T. m., op) ol
quoted the decision of the Sapreme Court 10 show
l'lndccu'waol the Florida Juéges wus not to be
garded as final. He thought the claim rested upon
ground of e&ulil; or justice.

Mr, HALL slso opposed the bill. He read extract
to show that the of the Jodges were yery
loosely made, and that the allownnces were X
travagant. The awnrds were mads for loss of Erog
that were never planted. All the evidence taken wa

ox parte.
lrr. BAYARD moved to postpons thi- bill and make’
it the special order for Monday, us he desired (o sapeak

on the subjeet.

'OOMBS (Dem., Ga.) and MALLORY op~
poeed the pusiponement. L
Finally, the bill was postpored till the 16th of April..
The Homestead bill was tnken ap,
Adjourned.

——
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

My, STANTON (Rep., Olio) saked leave to intro-
duee & resolution requesting the President to inform
the Iiouse whether the recent capturs of the two
Mexican vessols in or near the port of Vera Crus, by
the United States sloop-of-war was in par
President or Secretary of the
Nnvg;orwhamer&el act of u_:d;:;nm mand

Baratogs Jeen OF W 8 2
President ; nleo, that the President m"?ma,'?r :
incompatible with the publio servies, 10 communie
copies of uli orders or instructions under which
vessels in the Gulf of Mexico ure acting.

Mr. CRAWFORD (Dem., Gia | objeeted to the im
troduction of the resolution.

The Houss then resumed the considerstion of th
resulutions reported from the €ommiites on Eloeti
requiring Mr. Willismeon, contesting the ssat of Mr
Sic'klu, to serve on him within ten days s partle
stateément of the grounds of the contest, and that Mr.
Sickles serve an answer within twenty days there-
after; ard thut both parties be allowed days to
take testimony in su&port of their separate ud

JONN COUHRANE (Dem., N. Y.)
Mr. HUMPHREY (Rep., N. ¥) LRI

tion.
Mr. SICKLES (Dem., N. Y.), in defense of his right

to a eent, nairsted the fucts attending the election, and
maintained that the allegation of frand was not sup-
there was not

the

passed on the price of » bushel o

potatoes, and sk for u bearing on such » cass as

presented by the contestant. ih spoke st length
sition 1o the resolution.

Mr. DAWLES (Rep., Mase.) replied, and raferred
Mr, Willismson's meworisl to show that the latter
lieves, and ie prepared to prove, that spurious
frundu'ent voles were obtmned to secure the
of Mr. Sickles. When such & change is made, it is
duty of the House to order & prompt and thorough i~
vestigation.

Mr. BRANCH (Dem., N, C.) moved, as & test quas-
ll;:n, to talle the whole subject. Negutived, S0 agains
!

The resolution was adopted, B0 aguinst 61, Adj,
e e
Nebraska Election Returms..
Cuicaao, Wedneaday, March 21, 1560
The Nebvuska Ropublican of the 14th insh. gives
tle following returns from the late eleotion in thut

Eru:d by s particle of proof, and that
wyer who counld go into any Court, not
tn

ibanal that ever

F

FEES:

| Tariioy for Delegutes to & Couvention tolh.-e “
| Coustitution, preparatory to ndmission inta the Uniov

s & Stase.  In 48 conntios the Republicans eleot 36,
and the Democrats 12 Lelegates. with four count!
yet to be heaed from. Un the Stute Govarnment ques

tion the vole stunds 1,877 for, und 1,957 agninst,
——
Democyatic Meetng:
Dasnt iy, Copn., Wednesday, Hareh 3, 1560,
Mayor Wood of New-York widressed s Democeatie
mesting at this pluce this svening.
—— e
Convention of Railvead
Lovsvitny, Weduesday, 41, 186,
A General Couvention of Railroad Oflcers is w0
T session in this city, Jamea Gathr'e s C
:ml Bun. ntlull‘l#ld:]mi:?mw of the Louisville A :
u? %ﬁhuﬁ%’ﬁ - “‘mm l-ihu‘-h
wre Secretuties, ,":J“ﬂ“ of

the surollment of ddegates, uud
m(-lr'u'nlr I.'o awnit thy f\?ﬂm arrienl of Sputheca de'e

Otfice

Norway st Chicwgo

grtee



